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WEATHER CROPS (Cont.)
It was another hot week with only a of 70%, Fifteen percent of the acreage

few widely scattered showers. Amounts
were generally only a few hundredths of an
inch. It finally cooled off at the end of
the week. Average temperatures still
ranged from 5 to 8 degrees above normal.

GENERAL

Hot, dry, windy weather dJuring the
week pushed crop development closer to
maturity and hastened dry-down of
Nebraska's fall harvested crops. In the
‘southeast, the first fields of sorghum
were being harvested and harvesting of
high-moisture corn was expected to get
underway within the next one to two weeks.
Statewide, silage cutting continued in
full swing. Winter wheat seeding was
nearing 50% complete in the Panhandle with
ground preparation nearly complete in the
southern counties. During the week, hail
fell in the west central Panhandle coun-
ties damaging fields of dry beans, sugar
beets and corn. The number of days
suitable for fieldwork were 6.9.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 94%
short and 6% adequate. Subsoil supplies
were 76% short and 24% adequate, A year
ago, topsoil moisture supplies were 30%
short, 67% adequate and 3% surplus.
Subscil supplies were 12% short, B85%
adequate and 3% surplus.

CROPS

Corn crop condition, combining the
irrigated and dryland acreage, rated 11%
poor, 33% fair, 53% good and 3% excellent.
Eighty-five percent had dented, well ahead
of only 45% last year and a S5-year average

was mature compared to only 2% last year
but 15% average. In addition to weather
conditions, heavy infestations of spider
mites in some fields were also resulting
in faster than normal dry-down.

Soybean crop conditions were 10%
poor, 73% fair, 16% good and 1% excellent,
Half the crop had leaves turning color
compared to 15% last year and 45% average.
Shedding leaves was noted on 15% of the
acreage, ahead of both 1% a year ago and
8% average. Various insect damage con-
tinued to be reported.

Sorghum crop conditions rated 6%
poor, 67% fair and 27% good. Eighty-five
percent of the acreage was turning color,
ahead of both 35% last year and an average
of 70%, Ten percent of the crop was ripe,
with none of the crop mature by this time
last year but 9% average.

Winter wheat seeding was 20% com-
plete, same as a year age and just behind
25% average. Localized problems with
grasshoppers were causing concern in
southern Panhandle counties as early-
seeded fields emerged.

The third cutting of
nearing completion at B80%,
year and the average,

alfalfa was
same as last

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-
tinued to hold well in the western half of
the

State. However, shortages were
reported in most eastern counties with
supplemental feeding required in some
areas. Livestock stress continued heavy

as temperatures again remained well above
normal.

Precipitation, April 1 - September 9, 1983

NW NC NE CEN EC sw SC SE
Total past week ......cuvasn .20 .40 .10 .00 .10 .10 .10 .10
Total since April I ....... 13.30 17.90 17.60 15.00 15.70 11.60 13.70 16.80
Normal since April 1 ...... 12,79 15.28 18.11 16.8%F 19.69 14.22 17.24 21.09



PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1983
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TEMPERATURE AND PRﬁCIPITATION DATA FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1ll, 1983
Temperature Precipitation
Station Extremes
T Min Mean Departure Total Inches 1./
, NW Chadron - - - -— - ¢
Scottsbluff a7 42 70 +6 T
Sidney 92 49 70 -— .01
NC Ord - - - - -
Valentine 100 45 70 +6 .01
NE Norfolk 100 40 73 +7 .0l
Sioux City 98 43 73 +6 .08
CEN Grand Island 99 44 75 +8 .02
EC Lincoln 100 45 75 +7 .02
Omaha o8 52 75 +8 .19
swW Imperial 99 48 73 - 0l
North Platte 96 44 70 +5 0

1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above.
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